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THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF EUGENICS 

Arrangements are well advanced 
for the International Congress of Eu- 
genics which will be held at the 
American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, beginning September 22. The 
officers are : Honorary president, 
Alexander Graham Bell, Washing- 
ton, D. C. ; president, Henry Fairfield 
Osborn, Columbia University and the 
American Museum; honorary secre- 
tary, Mrs. C. Neville Rolfe, Lon- 
don ; treasurer, Madison Grant, 
chairman of the Zoological Society, 
New York ; secretary-general, C. C. 
Little, Department of Genetics, Car- 
negie Institution of Washington. 

The congress is organized in four 
sections. In the first section will be 
presented, on the one hand, the re- 
sults of research in the domain of 
pure genetics in animals and plants, 
on the other, studies in human 
heredity. The application to man of 
the laws of heredity and the physiol- 
ogy of reproduction as worked out on 
some of the lower animals will be 
presented. The leading address will 
be by Dr. Lucien . Cuenot, Nancy, 
France. 

The second section will consider 
factors which influence the human 
family and their control ; the rela- 
tion of fecundity of different strains 
and families and the question of so- 
cial and legal control of such fecun- 
dity; also the differential mortality of 
the eugenically superior and inferior 
stocks and the influence upon such 
mortality of special factors, such as 
war and epidemics and endemic dis- 
eases. First in importance among the 
agencies for the improvement of the 
race is the marriage relation, with its 
antecendent mate selection. Such se- 
lection should be influenced by nat- 
ural sentiment and by a knowledge of 



the significant family traits of the 
proposed consorts and of the meth- 
od of inheritance of these traits. 
In this connection will be brought 
forward facts of improved and unim- 
proved families and of the persist- 
ence, generation after generation, of 
the best as well as of the worst char- 
acteristics. The leading address will 
be by Dr. Herman Lundborg, Upsala, 
Sweden. 

The third section will concern itself 
with the topic of human racial differ- 
ences, with the sharp distinction be- 
tween racial characteristics and the 
unnatural associations often created 
by political and national boundaries. 
In this connection will be considered 
the facts of the migration of races, 
the influence of racial characteristics 
on human history, the teachings of 
the past with bearings on the policies 
of the future. The results of research 
upon racial mixture in relation to hu- 
man history will be presented. Also 
the topics of racial differences in dis- 
eases and psychology will be taken up. 
The history of race migrations and 
their influence on the fate of na- 
tions, especially modern immigrations, 
should be set forth. The leading ad- 
dress will be by Dr. M. V. de La- 
pouge, Poitiers, France. 

The fourth section will discuss eu- 
genics in relation to the state, to so- 
ciety and to education. It will in- 
clude studies on certain practical ap- 
plications of eugenic research and on 
the value of such findings to morals, 
to education, to history, and to the 
various social problems and move- 
ments of the day. In this section will 
be considered the bearing of genetical 
discoveries upon the question of hu- 
man differences and upon the desir- 
ability of adjusting the educational 
program of such differences. Here 
will be considered the importance of 
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family history studies for the better 
understanding and treatment of va- 
rious types of hospital cases and those 
requiring custodial care. The bear- 
ings of genetics on sociology, eco- 
nomics and the fate of nations may 
be considered in this section. The 
leading address will' be by Major 
Leonard Darwin, London. ■ 

In connection with this congress a 
Eugenics Exhibition will be held from 
September 22 to October 22, in the 
Forestry Hall of the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History. It is de- 
sired to secure the most striking ex- 
hibits available or which can be pre- 
pared for this purpose. While the ex- 
hibits must be able to withstand the 
test of professional scrutiny, still 
they should be of a nature which the 
man of ordinary intelligence and edu- 
cation, but without special scientific 
training, may readily comprehend and 
appreciate. Provision will be made 
for exhibiting displays of highly tech- 
nical work, but the popular aspect 
will be given the preference. 

THE EDINBURGH MEETING OF 
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCE- 
MENT OF SCIENCE 
The British Association holds its 
eighty-ninth annual meeting at Edin- 
burgh, from September 7 to 14. Ac- 
cording to an announcement in the 
London Times, the president, Sir 
Edward Thorpe, will' address the as- 
sociation on aspects and problems of 
post-war science, pure and applied. 
An evening discourse will be given 
by Professor C. E. Inglis on a com- 
parison of the Forth and Quebec 
Bridges, and there will be an oppor- 
tunity to visit the former. Another 
discourse will be given on Edinburgh 
and oceanography by Professor W. 
A. Herdman, who, it will be remem- 
bered, as president of the association 
at Cardiff last year, pressed for a new 
exploration of the oceans like that of 
the Challenger, nearly 50 years ago. 



Some presidents of sections will in- 
troduce discussions on their ad- 
dresses. Hitherto all addresses have 
been formally read, and never dis- 
cussed, but in the present program 
the following addresses are announc- 
ed to initiate debates : Sir W. Mor- 
ley Fletcher, on the boundaries of 
physiology; Professor Lloyd Morgan, 
on consciousness and the uncon- 
scious, opening the newly established 
section of psychology; Dr. D. H. 
Scott, on the present position of the 
theory of descent in relation to the 
early history of plants ; Sir Henry 
Hadow, on the place of music in a 
liberal education; and Mr. C. S. Or- 
win, on the study of agricultural eco- 
nomics. Other addresses will be 
given on problems of physics by Pro- 
fessor O. W. Richardson, on the lab- 
oratory of the living organism by Dr. 
M. O. Forster, by Dr. J. S. Flett on 
experimental geology, by Professor 
E. S. Goodrich on some problems in 
evolution, by Dr. D. G. Hogarth on 
the application of geography, by Mr. 
W. L. Hichens on principles by which 
wages are determined, and by Pro- 
fessor A. H. Gibson on water power. 

This year the council called all sec- 
tional committees to meet together to 
consider common action, and out of 
many suggestions then received sev- 
eral topics of first-rate importance 
were selected to be debated by ap- 
propriate groups of sections, at joint 
meetings which will form the princi- 
pal items of the sectional programs. 
These topics include the structure of 
molecules, the age of the earth, bio- 
chemistry, the proposed Mid-Scot- 
land canal, the origin of the Scottish 
people, vocational training and tests 
and the relation of genetics to agri- 
culture. 

Among the other promised fea- 
tures there is a popular exposition of 
Einstein's theory of relativity by Pro- 
fessor A. S. Eddington ; and the usual 
public lectures will be given to the 



